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Bible Text 
New International Version 

Who are the people 
involved and 

what is the situation? 

What traits of God are 
displayed in this story? 

What are the traits of the 
people? 

In what ways do you see 
yourself in this story? 

How is God inviting you 
to respond? 

1 Kings 17:7-24 

Elijah and the Widow at Zarephath 
7  Some time later the brook dried up because there had 

been no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of 
the LORD came to him: 9 “Go at once to Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a 
widow there to supply you with food.” 10 So he went to 
Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow 
was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, 
“Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have 
a drink?” 11 As she was going to get it, he called, “And 
bring me, please, a piece of bread.” 

12  “As surely as the LORD your God lives,” she replied, “I 
don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and 
a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to 
take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that 
we may eat it—and die.” 

13  Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as 
you have said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me 
from what you have and bring it to me, and then make 
something for yourself and your son. 14 For this is what 
the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not 
be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day 
the LORD sends rain on the land.’” 

15  She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there 
was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her 
family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug 
of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of 
the LORD spoken by Elijah. (continued) 
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1 Kings 17:7-24 - continued  
17 Some time later the son of the woman who owned the 

house became ill. He grew worse and worse, and finally 
stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do you 
have against me, man of God? Did you come to remind 
me of my sin and kill my son?” 

19  “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her 
arms, carried him to the upper room where he was 
staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried out to 
the LORD, “LORD my God, have you brought tragedy 
even on this widow I am staying with, by causing her son 
to die?” 21 Then he stretched himself out on the boy three 
times and cried out to the LORD, “LORD my God, let this 
boy’s life return to him!” 

22  The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned 
to him, and he lived. 23 Elijah picked up the child and 
carried him down from the room into the house. He gave 
him to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!” 

24  Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are 
a man of God and that the word of the LORD from your 
mouth is the truth.” 

1 Kings 21:1-24 

Naboth’s Vineyard 

21 Some time later there was an incident involving a 
vineyard belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. The 
vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab king 
of Samaria. 2 Ahab said to Naboth, “Let me have your 
vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, since it is close 
to my palace. In exchange I will give you a better 
vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you whatever it is 
worth.” (continued) 
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1 Kings 21:1-24 - continued  
3  But Naboth replied, “The LORD forbid that I should give 

you the inheritance of my ancestors.” 
4  So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth 

the Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you the 
inheritance of my ancestors.” He lay on his bed sulking 
and refused to eat. 

5  His wife Jezebel came in and asked him, “Why are you 
so sullen? Why won’t you eat?” 

6  He answered her, “Because I said to Naboth the 
Jezreelite, ‘Sell me your vineyard; or if you prefer, I will 
give you another vineyard in its place.’ But he said, ‘I will 
not give you my vineyard.’” 

7  Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as king over 
Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. I’ll get you the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 

8  So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his seal on 
them, and sent them to the elders and nobles who lived 
in Naboth’s city with him. 9 In those letters she wrote: 

 “Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a 
prominent place among the people. 10 But seat two 
scoundrels opposite him and have them bring charges 
that he has cursed both God and the king. Then take 
him out and stone him to death.” 

11  So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city did 
as Jezebel directed in the letters she had written to 
them. 12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth in a 
prominent place among the people. (continued) 
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1 Kings 21:1-24 – continued  
13 Then two scoundrels came and sat opposite him and 

brought charges against Naboth before the people, 
saying, “Naboth has cursed both God and the king.” So 
they took him outside the city and stoned him to 
death. 14 Then they sent word to Jezebel: “Naboth has 
been stoned to death.” 

15  As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned 
to death, she said to Ahab, “Get up and take possession 
of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he refused 
to sell you. He is no longer alive, but dead.” 16 When 
Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went 
down to take possession of Naboth’s vineyard. 

17  Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the 
Tishbite: 18 “Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who 
rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth’s vineyard, where 
he has gone to take possession of it. 19 Say to him, ‘This 
is what the LORD says: Have you not murdered a man 
and seized his property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what 
the LORD says: In the place where dogs licked up 
Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, 
yours!’” 

20  Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my enemy!” 

 “I have found you,” he answered, “because you have 
sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD. 21 He 
says, ‘I am going to bring disaster on you. I will wipe out 
your descendants and cut off from Ahab every last 
male in Israel—slave or free.[a] (continued) 

 

 

a. 1 Kings 21:21 - Or Israel—every ruler or leader 

   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+21%3A1-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9473a
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1 Kings 21:1-24 – continued  
22  I will make your house like that of Jeroboam son of 

Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you 
have aroused my anger and have caused Israel to sin.’ 

23  “And also concerning Jezebel the LORD says: ‘Dogs will 
devour Jezebel by the wall of[b] Jezreel.’ 

24  “Dogs will eat those belonging to Ahab who die in the 
city, and the birds will feed on those who die in the 
country.” 

 

2 Kings 9:30-37 

Jezebel Killed 
30  Then Jehu went to Jezreel. When Jezebel heard about 

it, she put on eye makeup, arranged her hair and looked 
out of a window. 31 As Jehu entered the gate, she asked, 
“Have you come in peace, you Zimri, you murderer of 
your master?”[c] 

32  He looked up at the window and called out, “Who is on 
my side? Who?” Two or three eunuchs looked down at 
him. 33 “Throw her down!” Jehu said. So they threw her 
down, and some of her blood spattered the wall and the 
horses as they trampled her underfoot. 

34  Jehu went in and ate and drank. “Take care of that 
cursed woman,” he said, “and bury her, for she was a 
king’s daughter.” (continued) 

b. 1 Kings 21:23 - Most Hebrew manuscripts; a few Hebrew 

manuscripts, Vulgate and Syriac (see also 2 Kings 9:26) the 

plot of ground at 

c. 2 Kings 9:31 - Or “Was there peace for Zimri, who murdered 

his master?” 

   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+21%3A1-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9475b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+9%3A30-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9788a
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2 Kings 9:30-37 – continued 
35 But when they went out to bury her, they found nothing 

except her skull, her feet and her hands. 36 They went 
back and told Jehu, who said, “This is the word of 
the LORD that he spoke through his servant Elijah the 
Tishbite: On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs will 
devour Jezebel’s flesh.[d] 37 Jezebel’s body will be like 
dung on the ground in the plot at Jezreel, so that no one 
will be able to say, ‘This is Jezebel.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. 2 Kings 9:36 - See 1 Kings 21:23. 

   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+9%3A30-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9793b
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Reflections 

 
Name some unexpected blessings in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Share a time, when you, like Jezebel, subtly tried to defame someone or manipulate circumstances to get your own way. What was the outcome? 
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Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


