GOD IS PATIENT

Lesson 7

Patience: forbearance under suffering; endurance in the face of adversity.

How is God’s PATIENCE
shown in these Scriptures?

Observations, Questions,
Synonyms, Other Attributes

What difference does
God’s PATIENCE
make in my life?

Nehemiah 9:16-25

But they, our ancestors, became arrogant
and stiff-necked, and they did not obey your
commands. ¥’ They refused to listen and
failed to remember the miracles you
performed among them. They became stiff-
necked and in their rebellion appointed

a leader in order to return to their slavery.
But you are a forgiving God, gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love. Therefore you did not
desert them, 8 even when they cast for
themselves an image of a calf and said,
‘This is your god, who brought you up

out of Egypt,” or when they committed
awful blasphemies.

19 Because of your great compassion you
did not abandon them in the wilderness.

By day the pillar of cloud did not fail to
guide them on their path, nor the pillar of
fire by night to shine on the way they were
to take. 2° You gave your good Spirit to
instruct them. You did not withhold your
manna from their mouths, and you gave
them water for their thirst. 2 For forty

years you sustained them in the wilderness;
they lacked nothing, their clothes did not
wear out nor did their feet become swollen.
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Nehemiah 9:16-25 - continued
22You gave them kingdoms and nations,

allotting to them even the remotest frontiers.

They took over the country of Sihon king

of Heshbon and the country of Og king of
Bashan. 22 You made their children as
numerous as the stars in the sky, and you
brought them into the land that you told
their parents to enter and possess. 24 Their
children went in and took possession of

the land. You subdued before them the
Canaanites, who lived in the land; you gave
the Canaanites into their hands, along with
their kings and the peoples of the land, to
deal with them as they pleased. 2> They
captured fortified cities and fertile land; they
took possession of houses filled with all
kinds of good things, wells already dug,
vineyards, olive groves and fruit trees

in abundance. They ate to the full and

were well-nourished; they reveled in your
great goodness.

Psalm 145:8-10

The LORD is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and rich in love.
°The LORD is good to all;
he has compassion on all he has made.
10 All your works praise you, LORD;
your faithful people extol you.
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Matthew 26:36-46

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place
called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit
here while | go over there and pray.” 3" He took
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with
him, and he began to be sorrowful and
troubled.®® Then he said to them, “My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.
Stay here and keep watch with me.”

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to
the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet
not as | will, but as you will.”

40Then he returned to his disciples and found
them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch
with me for one hour?” he asked Peter.
41“Watch and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh

is weak.”

42 He went away a second time and prayed,
“My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to
be taken away unless | drink it, may your will
be done.”

43When he came back, he again found them
sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 4 So
he left them and went away once more and
prayed the third time, saying the same thing.

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to
them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look,
the hour has come, and the Son of Man is
delivered into the hands of sinners. ¢ Rise! Let
us go! Here comes my betrayer!”
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Colossians 3:12-17

Therefore, as God’s chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe your-
selves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.

13 Bear with each other and forgive one
another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. ** And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them
all together in perfect unity.

151 et the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body
you were called to peace. And be
thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ
dwell among you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God
with gratitude in your hearts. 1’ And
whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

Page 4




GOD IS PATIENT

Lesson 7

How is God’s PATIENCE
shown in these Scriptures?

Observations, Questions,
Synonyms, Other Attributes

What difference does
God’s PATIENCE
make in my life?

What other scriptures come to mind?

Page 5




GOD IS PATIENT
Lesson 7

Reflections

Psalm 40:1-3

Recall a time when you waited patiently—or impatiently—for God during a difficult problem or painful situation. Did He pull you out of the slimy pit?
Put a song in your heart? Or not? Or are you still waiting?

2 Peter 3:8-9

Tell of a time when God has been patient with you. What helps you to be patient with others?
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